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1 . FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS TELEPHONED ME THIS MORNING 
TO EXPRESS ' GREAT CONCERN" ABOUT THE REPORTED DECISION 
OF THE TURKISH NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL TO PUSH FOR 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN THE AEGEAN (REF A). HE POINTED 

OUT THAT THE DECISION AND ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE TURKISH NSC 
HAD BEEN A MAJOR NEWS STORY IN GREECE TODAY AND RUMORS 
WERE SPREADING LIKE WILDFIRE THAT A GREEK-TURKSIH 
CLASH IN THE AEAGEAN WAS IMMINENT. BITSIOS SAID THAT HE 
SIMPLY COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE TURKISH AUTHORITIES 
CONTINUE TO PROVIDE FUEL FOR THESE KINDS 
OF RUMORS WHICH LEAD INEVITABLY TO INCREASED TENSIONS 
IN THE AEGEAN. "WE ARE IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH EACH 
OTHER (TOP LEVEL GREEK AND TURKISH AUTHORITIES," HE 
SAID, "AND WE ARE TRYING TO RESOLVE OUR DIFFERENCES BY 
PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS. WHY DO THEY (THE TURKS) PROVOKE 
US IN THIS WAY? WHY DO THEY HAVE TO SEND THIS VESSEL 
INTO THE AEGEAN AT THIS TIME WHEN WE ARE TRYING TO 
NEGOTIATE?" 

2. BITSIOS SAID HE WAS SENDING AN INSTRUCTION TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 07116 141446Z 

AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS IN WASHINGTON TO CONVEY TO THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


HIGHEST POSSIBLE LEVELS OF THE USG HOW "ANXIOUS" 

THE GREEK GOVERNMENT WAS ABOUT THIS MATTER. HE SAID 
HE KNEW THAT THE SECRETARY HAD BEEN DOING ALL HE COULD 
TO DAMPEN DOWN ANY INCIPIENT CRISIS AND HE HOPED VERY 
MUCH THAT THE SECRETARY WAS BEING KEPT FULLY AND 
CURRENTLY INFORMED OF THE DEVELOPING SITUATION. 

3. 1 TOLD TIBSIOS THAT I UNDERSTOOD THAT THE TURKISH NSC 
HAD SIMPLY RECOMMENDED THAT THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR SCIENTIFIC REPEAT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND 
ONLY IN TURKISH "TERRITORIAL WATERS AND THE OPEN SEA." 

I SAID THAT I HAD SEEN NO INDICATION WHATSOEVER THAT THE 

TURKISH SEISMIC VESSEL INTENDED TO DO MORE THAN CONDUCT 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND NO INDICATION THAT IT INTENDED 

TO ENTER EITHER GREEK TERRITORIAL WATERS OR DISPUTED 

AREAS. ON THE CONTRARY, I REMINDED BITSIOS OF THE 

SECRETARY'S MESSAGE IN WHICH IT WAS AFFIRMED THAT 

WE HAD RECEIVED ASSURANCES FROM THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT 

THAT IT HAD NO DESIRE TO TEST THE WILL OF GREECE NOR 

PROVOKE A CONFRONTATION. (REF B) I SAID I THOUGHT THERE WAS ONCE 

AGAIN AN OVERREACTION IN GREECE THAT IN A SENSE 

CONTRIBUTED TO THE TURKISH REQUIREMENT TO RESPOND IN 

KIND, AND I URGED ONCE AGAIN THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT 

BE AS RESTRAINED AS POSSIBLE IN ITS ACTIONS AND 

REACTIONS. 

4. LATER, I SAW COORDINATION MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS 
WHO TOLD ME THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT WAS INDEED 
EXTREMELY CONCERNED ABOUT THE EVOLVING SITUATION BUT 
THAT CARAMANLIS HAD GIVEN THE STRONGEST AND TIGHTEST 
INSTRUCTIONS TO GREEK OFFICIALS AND RESPONSIBLE MILITARY 
COMMANDERS NOT TO OVERREACT TO ANY BELIEVED TURKISH 
PROVOCATION. EVEN SO, PAPALIGOURAS SAID, "WE DON'T 
REALLY KNOW WHAT THE TURKS INTEND TO DO WITH THIS SHIP AND 
WE HAVE TO BE PREPARED FOR ANYTHING. 

KUBISCH 
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